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Since the country's independence, Kazakhstan and the United States have been sharing close ties. The US was
the first country that immediately recognized Kazakhstan as a sovereign and independent country on December 25,
1991, the next day both countries established diplomatic relations. Since then energy and security issues have been a
cornerstone of their bilateral relations. Nuclear disarmament policy of Kazakhstan played a significant role in Kazakh-
US relations. Both countries have been enjoying a wide range of issues including political, economic (trade and energy
sector), military and humanitarian cooperation. Kazakhstan is a landlocked country, bordering with Russia, China,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan and sharing a border with a large part of the Caspian Sea. In the security
realm, Kazakhstan attracted towards the US, because it is geographically far from the country, hence, it prioritized the
United States in its foreign policy and security assistance program. Energy and trade is another area of their deep
relationship. Kazakhstan contains huge oil and natural gas reserves. The 9/11 incident of the terrorist attack on the US
has changed world politics and global balance in international politics and the cooperation between the two countries
have strengthened.

This study will try to examine the Kazak-US relations since 2001 and its impact not only upon the two
countries but also the whole international system, which is increasingly becoming more interdependent. The study
focuses on the US assistance to Kazakh to improve its border security issue, because boundary plays an important role
in the security of any country. Kazakhstan's borders are suffering to numerous threats, including illegal narcotics
smuggling, arms trafficking, WMD materials and militants transiting through its territory, which has facilitated and
internationalized its search for foreign assistance.

Key words: security cooperation, Nazarbayev, landlocked country, geopolitical importance, energy, trade
cooperation, 9/11 incident

Introduction

The disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991 wrote a new chapter in the history of Central Asian
republics when the possibility of independence suddenly converted into reality. After the collapse of the
USSR, the newly independent states, including Kazakhstan got the opportunity to make their own foreign
policies. The United State was the first country that immediately officially recognized Kazakhstan’s
independence on 25 December 1991 and established diplomatic relations. Both countries have been enjoying
warm bilateral relations since Kazakhstan's independence. Kazakhstan is actively developing cooperation
with the US in practically all spheres such as political, economic, and cultural and security issues and it
became the first priority of Kazakh’s foreign policy. Another important step in the development of their
bilateral relations was the disarmament policy of Kazakhstan because Kazakhstan was one of the four
successors in which the Soviet Union had abandoned strategic nuclear weapons. Consequently, the
American primary goal was to get rid of Soviet nuclear weapons from the soil of Kazakhstan (Oliker, 2007:
64). In exchange, the US provided financial and technical assistance to Kazakhstan. Therefore, Kazakh’s
disarmament policy has confirmed Kazakhstan’s loyalty to peaceful development and significantly increased
the level of mutual trust between the two countries. However, the 9/11 attacks on the United States changed
the geopolitical situation not only in Central Asia but also at the global level. Consequently, relations
between Kazakhstan and the US have been strong in all areas. The United States interests are primarily
emphasized on three issues: promoting security, access to natural resources and political reform particular in
the authoritarian regime. In 2016, Kazakhstan and the US marked the 25th anniversary of the establishment
of their bilateral relations. The two countries highlighted their major achievements mainly in three areas:
friendship, innovation, and partnership. In 2016, Nursultan Nazarbayev and Donald Trump agreed to
introduce 10-year business and tourist visas.

Multi-Vector Foreign Policy of Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan is geographically located in Central Asia as well as Eastern Europe; therefore, is
considered the heartland of Eurasia. Due to geostrategic location and hydrocarbon reserves of Kazakhstan,
the country has become a place of the playground of rivalry among great powers namely Russia, the US, EU,
and China which created ‘New Great Game'. In such a scenario, Kazakhstan is taking advantages and

142



Kasax memnexemmik koiz0ap nedazocukanvik, ynusepcumeminin Xabapuvicor Ne 2 (78), 2019

benefitting from the ‘New Great Game', which is necessary for the country's development. Keeping this
entire picture in the mind, Kazakh president Nursultan Nazarbayev adopted a balanced policy or multi-
vector foreign policy for the country's economic, political and social development and ensuring peace,
security, and stability of the region. The aim of the multi-vector foreign policy of the country is to protect its
national interests by making a close relationship with the US, Russia, China, EU, and others. Therefore,
Kazakhstan is a member of international organizations such as NATO, SCO, CSTO, etc. Therefore, the
foreign policy of the country is directed towards CIS, Central Asia, East Asia, Europe, the Pacific region and
the Islamic world. Kazakhstan’s diplomacy succeeded in developing good and friendly relations with the
US, Russia, China, with other Central Asian countries and the European Union as well as with international
organizations. By implementing political reforms as well as economic reforms, Kazakhstan was particularly
successful in appeasing the major powers. For example, Kazakhstan has introduced democratic norms such
as two bicameral chambers of Parliament, multi-party systems, separation of powers, particularly to please
the West. It has established diplomatic relations with one hundred forty countries and has become a member
of sixty-four international political and economic organizations (Chaudhury, 2009:46).

Russia is one of the most important strategic partners of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan is strongly bound
with Russia due to its history, border, culture, population, economy, trade, military, science, regional
security, pipelines, transportations, etc. (Yerzhan, 2009:4). In a similar way, Kazakhstan is strengthening its
bilateral cooperation with China. It is also essential for China to improve and enhance its relations with
Kazakhstan regarding its border issue as well as to fulfil its energy demands. Thus, we find that security and
economic development are the key two important factors that determine Kazakh foreign policy. In the
security realm, Kazakhstan is a member of SCO that provides a platform for a close relationship with Russia
and China. On the other hand, it is also engaged in NATO through the Partnership for Peace Programmes
and regularly sends its military officers in the US for training (Hanks, 2009:260). In the economic field,
Kazakh introduced a market-based economy. Thus, we can say the Kazakh president had implemented
multi-vector policy in all spheres including in economic, political as well as in security fields. As a result,
Kazakhstan is a stable country and there is an absence of conflict or confrontation between Kazakhstan and
any other countries.

Security and Strategic Relations between Kazakhstan and the United States

During the Soviet era, Kazakhstan was the fourth largest nuclear arsenal with more than 1,000 deadly
weapons and most important strategic area. In fact, Kazakhstan arsenal was larger than that of China, U.K,
and France during that time (Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan Washington, D.C., “Nuclear non-proliferation
& Security”, URL: https://kazakhembus.com/foreign-policy/nuclear-nonproliferation-security). To eliminate all these
nuclear weapons from Kazakh‘s soil, Kazakhstan and US signed a number of treaties such as the
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty (1992), the START Treaty (1992), the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (1993), the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (2001),
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Lisbon Protocol. Under the Cooperative Threat Reduction
program, the United States provided aid of approximately $240 million to Kazakhstan for eliminating
weapons of mass destruction and the related infrastructure (U.S. Department of state, Diplomacy in Action,
(2018), “U.S. Relations with Kazakhstan”, URL: https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5487 htm). Kazakhstan ratified
the Lisbon Protocol on 2™ July 1992 whereby Kazakhstan has removed nuclear warheads. In 1994 during
the official visit to Britain, Kazakh president Nursultan Nazarbayev argued, “Kazakhstan’s security
guarantee will not come from possessing nuclear power but from business investment”. He strongly believed
in disarmament policy and argued “I do not think in today's world weapons can do anything to protect a
country and our main security will be a powerful Western business presence in Kazakhstan during his
official visit to Britain” (Lederer: 1994). In 1995, it removed its last nuclear warheads and closed its last
Semipalatinsk nuclear test site. Thus, Kazakhstan became a non- nuclear country. Kazakh president
appealed to the international community to come together to strengthen peace and stability in the world and
recognized the negative effects of nuclear testing on human life and the environment. Kazakhstan soon got a
status of the free nuclear zone. In return, the United State had provided huge economic assistance to
Kazakhstan. The US had provided US$7 million to Kazakhstan to eliminate the strategic offensive arms
infrastructure and Kazakhstan also accepted US military training and other assistance in areas of health care,
export control, economic reform, regional stability, and law enforcement (Oliker, 2007:67).

The 9/11 incident of the terrorist attack on the US has subsequently changed world politics and global
balance in international politics. By the effect of the same event, the Central Asian countries suddenly begun
to draw the attention of the whole world. Certainly, the September 2001 incident provided the best
opportunity for the US to increase its military capabilities in the region. Additionally, Kazakhstan became an
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important theatre for ‘war on terrorism' policy from where America might counter its rivals Russia and
China or it might delimit the Iranian influence. Former US president Bush administration adopted two
principles in Central Asia: first, the US wanted to establish democratic norms and civil society to maintain
peace and security through the Freedom act in Afghanistan. Second, the ‘US National Security Strategy
2002', which focuses on the use of military, economic and political resources to encourage open societies
that would help the US to fulfill its national interests (Kukeyeva, 2008:32). The US declared that Osama bin
Laden was the leader of an international terrorist group and he was the main target of its security policy in
Central Asia because he was the mastermind of the 9/11 attack. In this context, US President Bush remarked,
“the great powers should build a world where they should compete for peace rather than to prepare for war”
(Feigenbaum, 2006:7).

Security and non-proliferation of arms are the main cornerstones of Kazakh-US bilateral relationship.
Following the 9/11 incident, Kazakh’s Foreign Ministry stated, ‘“Kazakhstan decisively condemns the
terrorist attack and expressed its readiness for assistance and support to the US against international
terrorism” (Nurgaliev, 2007:54). Kazakhstan had supported the US-led ‘war on terrorism' Operation
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. It allowed the US to open its airspace and to make emergency landings at
Almaty national airport of US military aircraft. Though the US does not have any permanent military base in
Kazakhstan whose location is less important for providing support to Operation Enduring Freedom than
other state’s location. Nevertheless, the US appreciates the Kazakh officials’ supports against terrorism
(Weitz, 2008:125). In this regards, President Obama considers that Kazakhstan is the strategic focal point in
terms of energy, human rights and combating terrorism. Since 2003, the US has granted around $230 million
dollars to Kazakhstan for strengthening its security forces and troops. Two American airbases of the US
were established in Karshi-Khanabad in Uzbekistan and Manas (Kyrgyzstan) to use their airspaces against
terrorism. In this situation, Kazakhstan played an important role in suppliers of rail transshipment to these
American bases. The United Nations (UN) Security Council also adopted Resolution 1368 regarding 9/11
and expressed its readiness to take all necessary steps to combat all forms of terrorism in accordance with its
responsibilities under the UN Charter (Rostow, 2002:481).

Kazakhstan and the US have signed a number of agreements to strengthen their security and strategic
cooperation. They signed military and defense cooperation in July 2002 that is laid out in the “Memorandum
of Mutual Understanding and Cooperation’’. This Memorandum on defense strategies developing
peacekeeping capacities of Kazbat, naval forces, airmobile forces and thereby combating the terrorism.
Moreover, it is also developing military infrastructure in the Caspian Sea (U.S. Department of state,
Diplomacy in Action, (2018), “U.S. Relations with Kazakhstan” Op. Cit.). Both countries had signed a
‘Five Year Military Cooperation Plan’ in 2003 and Kazakhstan became the only and first among Post
soviets country to have signed such document with the US. The US has provided $92 million security
assistance to Kazakhstan with emphasizes many aspects of security of Kazakhstan through several
programmes which are following (McDermott: 2008:617):

i. The Financial Supervision Agency (FSA), Non-proliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining and Related
Activities (NADR), mainly focused on non-proliferation programmes such as equipment, training, and other
services, related to security.

ii. The Export Control and Related Border Security Assistance (EXBS) programme are to strengthen
the capabilities of Kazakhstan's Border Guards and Customs agencies.

iii. The Anti-Crime Training Assistance (ACTA) programme, the State Department’s Bureau for
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement (INL) aids the Kazakh Prosecutor General’s office to elevate
bilateral enforcement cooperation, exchange information, and fight against terrorism, narcotics trafficking,
and organized crime.

iv. The United States is providing Kazakhstan with Anti-Terrorism Training Assistance and also
establishing a Military Institute of Foreign Language (McDermott: 2008:617).

The United States began its security assistance programs in 1994, with the International Military
Education and Training (IMET) program (Mc Dermott, 2009:4). Security assistance program started through
the Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) program for the denuclearization of Kazakhstan. In return,
Kazakhstan received around $240 million from the US through the CTR program. CTR program also
referred to as ‘Nunn Lugar Program’ which has been restructured into the Defence Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA). This is still active in Kazakhstan and currently working with the Biological Threat Reduction
Program, International Counterproliferation Program, etc. (Nichol, 2013: 20). After the 9/11 incident,
security assistance has increased. For example, Kazakh Airmobile Force (KAZBAT) benefited from the US
for the conduct of peacekeeping operations as it played an important role in Irag. Perhaps this is one of the
greatest benefit programs of the US or NATO security assistance to Kazakhstan. Moreover, during the

144



Kasax memnexemmik koiz0ap nedazocukanvik, ynusepcumeminin Xabapuvicor Ne 2 (78), 2019

period of 2001-06, U.S granted equipment valued at $8.5 million through the Export Control and Related
Border Security Assistance (EXBS) program to Kazakhstan’s security agencies for border security. In 2001,
the EXBS provided to Kazakhstan Border Guards, Custom Service and supplied 130 radios to Ministry of
Defence including patrol boat, x-ray machine, binoculars, laser range finders, infrastructure support, etc.
The total amount of the Fiscal Year 2007 was $26.80 million, which includes $9.55 million for peace and
security programs, $5.72 million for democracy and governance programs. Compared to 2003, the amount
of FY 2007 was less. Most of these funds were appropriated under the Freedom Support Act (Weitz, 2008:
129). Cumulative US aid budget for Kazakhstan from 1992 to 2010 was $2.05 billion (all-agency funding),
with Kazakhstan ranking fifth in aid among the 12 Soviet successor states (Nichol, 2013:23). In May 2015,
the US Ambassador to Kazakhstan George Krol met with General Prosecutor of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Askhat Daulbayev in Astana discuss various issues of bilateral legal cooperation including terrorism, drug
trafficking transnational organized crime. America is well aware that Kazakhstan is a loyal ally of its.

Energy and Economic Relation between Kazakhstan and the United States

Kazakhstan possesses huge oil and natural gas reserves, for example, around 30 billion barrels of oil
reserves, along with 1.1 TCM (38.8 tcf) of natural gas are lies in Kazakh territory. Majority of the
hydrocarbon reserves of the country are located in the regions of Tengiz, Karachaganak, and Kashagan (The
oil and gas year, Information is power, “Kazakhstan: Refine and expand”, accessed on 12 February 2019,
URL.:https://www.theoilandgasyear.com/market/kazakhstan/). Kazakhstan’s oil fields are located in closer
proximity to Russia in terms of geography, so the oil transportation seems to be easy, cheap and short though
Russian territory, but sometimes Russia creates problems and demands high tariff for oil transportation that
is not acceptable for Kazakhstan. The US is also much interested to diversify the Kazakh economy while
preventing Russia's monopoly on pipeline routes. Even the Clinton administration expressed his intention to
encourage multiple pipelines from the Caspian region to Western markets. Nevertheless, landlocked
Kazakhstan is heavily dependent on Russia for exports of its oil and gas. In the energy production sector,
Richard Morningstar, Special Envoy for Eurasian Energy discussed three main components of American
energy policy. First, the US motivates the development of new oil and gas resources and promotes new
technologies to discover new oil and gas fields through conversation. Henceforth, the US administration is
immediately determined to reduce its dependence on Persian Gulf suppliers, because the Persian Gulf plays
a significant role to supply energy to the US, but there are extremists’ threats to pipelines. Thus, these ideas
diverted US attention towards another potential region, which was visibly Caspian Region. As Wood
Mackenzie, a leading world oil consultant argued, “The Caspian region has the potential to produce
approximately 3.8 million bbl/d by 2015”. Second, the US decides to help Central Asian producing countries
including Kazakhstan to find new markets. Third, European countries try to receive the support of the US to
protect their energy security and the U.S believes that Central Asian energy producing countries can protect
the US from energy insecurity. In this context, US Senator Conrad Burns states that "Kazakh oil can the
United States from energy crisis“ (Thu, 2010:56).

The former Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan, Tokaev also wrote in his article that ‘Kazakhstan is
very grateful to the US that has played an important role for recognizing Kazakhstan's sovereignty in terms
of economically as well as politically’. Further, he argued that US— Kazakhstan bilateral cooperation has
started since country’s independence, during this period the country was suffering from inflation, high level
of unemployment, lack of necessities, border disputes with Russia, China, and other Central Asian states and
ethnic problems. In such scenario, the United State has provided proper guidance to Kazakhstan in terms of
political and economic developments, for instance in the economic field, Kazakhstan liberalizes its
economy, privatized the major industries (Tokaev, 2004:93). Kazakhstan adopted 100 new laws to attract
foreign investors particularly the US in oil and gas sector. Moreover, these factors had contributed to
Kazakhstan for achieving gross domestic product growth rates of 9 to 12% annually between 2000 and 2006
(Cohen, 2008:14). Chevron American company is one of the largest international oil companies and also is
the largest producer in the production of hydrocarbons in Kazakhstan. Chevron has been working in
Kazakhstan even during the Soviet era. In 1993, Chevron became the first major Western oil company to
operate in Kazakhstan. In 2008, Dave O’Reilly, as a Chevron CEO stated that "Chevron is proud to be the
first Western oil company to invest in Kazakhstan and we're prouder still to think of what we've built
together” (Chevron: Major Expansion at Tengiz Field in Kazakhstan Completed (2008), (Online web) Accessed 5
January 2014 URL http://www.chevron.com/news/currentissues/tengiz/). Chevron is presently involved not only in
the development of the Tengiz field but also in the major Karachaganak, Kashagan, Korolev oil fields as
well as in the expansion of the CPC pipeline. The reserves of Korolev are estimated to be 2 billion barrels oil
and production started in 2001 and in 2012 TCO had extracted 24.2 million tons of oil that were more than
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30% of the country's production (Chevron: Major Expansion at Tengiz Field in Kazakhstan Completed (2008),
(Online web) Accessed 5 January 2014 URL http://www.chevron.com/news/currentissues/tengiz/). The American
companies such as Chevron, Texaco, Exxon Mobil, ConocoPhillips, and Kerr-McGee/Oryx are largely
engaged in Kazakh projects such as Tengizcheroil (TCO), AGIP KCO, Caspian Pipeline Consortium,
Karachaganak Integrated Organization, etc. (Embassy of The Republic of Kazakhstan: Kazakhstan- US
Relations).

In the energy and economic realm, both countries signed several agreements in 1992 in order to
promote mutual trade and investment in the Kazakhstani energy sector. In 1994, the Charter on Democratic
Partnership and in 1996 ‘Treaty on the Avoidance of Dual Taxation’ was signed between both sides. Since
1993 American companies have invested approximately $ 14.3 billion in Kazakhstan. The American
companies are mainly investing in many fields such as Kazakhstan's oil and gas industry,
telecommunications, business sectors, and electrical energy sectors. The U.S Agency for International
Development (USAID) in 1993 has also provided technical assistance programmes to support Kazakhstan
in the fields of privatizations, fiscal and financial policy, commercial law, energy, health care and
environment protection with the aim of to accommodate Kazakhstan support its economic reforms and fully
integrate into the world trade system ( McDaniel: 2013). During 2001, Kazakhstan and the United States
made a successful effort to the creation of U.S-Kazakhstan Energy Partnership. In 2002, the US recognized
Kazakhstan as a market economy. During the period from 1992 -2005, the US aided Kazakhstan with almost
US$ 1.205 billion. Since 2002, the Joint Kazakhstan-American Energy Partnership Commission (JEPC) has
operated under the leadership of Kazakh Minister of Oil and Gas Mynbayev and U.S. Deputy Secretary of
Energy Poneman. The purpose of this commission is to develop and to implement an action plan in all areas
of energy partnership and holds meetings annually. Since 2006, Kazakhstan has jointly implemented the
Economic Development Program with the US Government, in which Kazakhstan initiated the period for
2012. The aim of this program was to encourage diversification of the Kazakh economy, increase the
economy's competitiveness and achieve sustainable economic growth (Weitz: 2012). Apart from this, during
the 20" anniversary of joint venture Tengizchevroil in April 2013, Kazakh president Nursultan Nazarbayev
stated that "Within 20 years, Chevron has invested $20 billion in the project to develop the Tengiz deposit
and Kazakhstan made a profit of $77 billion” (Mukhtarov: 2013).

Due to Kazakh’s natural resources, the western companies are heavily involved in Kazakhstan, thus
the issue of investment in Kazakhstan is at the center of US foreign policy. In Kazakhstan, there are more
than 180 joint ventures between US and Kazakhstani firms as well as more than 80 US companies which are
completely engaged in trade, production, and banking. Landlocked position and weak infrastructure of
Kazakhstan makes the country lead a more active foreign policy based on the energy factor (Yesdauletova,
2009: 31). Expressing their satisfactory remarks in the economic and energy field, in 2015, the US
Ambassador to Kazakhstan, George Krol said that “The United States and Kazakhstan, I would say, have
been made for each other. And we have pledged to deepen this strategic partnership and increase our
economic and business interaction. In this part, we have agreed that we will work on the development of our
commercial cooperation”. (US Ambassador speaks about cooperation between US and Kazakhstan", TengriNews.
URL:https://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/US-Ambassador-speaks-about-cooperation-between-US-and-260606/).  In
2017, the bilateral trade between the two countries stood up to 1.636 billion dollars including imports from
the US to Kazakhstan worth 1.244 billion dollars and exports from Kazakhstan to the US reaching 392.3
million dollars. (The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Kazakhstan, “Kazakhstan — United States relations”,
URL.: http://mfa.gov.kz/en/content-view/sotrudnichestvo-respubliki-kazakhstan-s-soedinennymi-shtatami-ameriki)

US Programmes to Promote Kazakh Democracy

The United States is much interested to establish democratic norms and values in Central Asia
including Kazakhstan. The US former president Bush argued that the terrorist activities are increasing
mainly in the Islamic countries due to lack of democracy. It is imperative to introduce democratic norms in
Central Asia to get rid of terrorist activities. United State has been promoting NGOs, civil society, human
rights organizations and political reforms in Kazakhstan through various programmes. United State Agency
for International Development (1992) is one of that programs and it is the US independent federal
government agency, which is helping in Kazakhstan to build a democratic culture by supporting civil
society, encouraging independent judiciary, independent media, human rights and rule of law with the help
of Government of Kazakhstan. The Kazakhstan Civil Society Strengthening (KCSS) works with the Civil
Society Organization (CSO) at the national level that is funded by USAID for the democratic reforms. The
International Republican Institute (IRI) and the National Democratic Institute (NDI) two institutes
implemented by the U.S, that conducted more than 58 training sessions for political reforms (Counterpart
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International, “Kazakhstan Civil Society Strengthening (2011-2014)>, URL:
https://www.counterpart.org/projects/kazakhstan-civil-society-strengthening/). The US also encouraged Kazakhstan
to implement its National Human Rights Action Plan 2009-2012 and Legal Concept for 2010-2020 (Embassy
of the Republic of Kazakhstan (2010): Joint Statement on the meeting between President Obama and Kazakhstan
President Nazarbayev, Washington). In this context, the US funded the ‘Institute for War and Peace Reporting’
and Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law’ (KIBHR) are giving training to
human rights defenders at international legal standards in Kazakhstan. In the field of independent media, the
US begun a media defense project as the “American bar Association's Central European and Eurasia Law
Initiative (ABA/CEELI)”. The aim of this project is to establish an independent judiciary and also provide
training to lawyers to defend media and journalists in the court. Apart from this, US human right NGOs
Freedom House, OSCE/ ODHIR, are also active in Kazakhstan. The US also funded local NGOs for
increasing the participation of women in governance. As a result, media and citizens accessed to court
proceedings as well as transparency of court increased to implement decisions. ( Embassy of the United States:
Supporting Human Rights and Democracy: U.S. Record 2004-2005 on Kazakhstan, URL:
https://www.usembassy.kz/documents/support-hrr-kaz-en.html)

The Kazakh government is also giving a positive response to the western countries including the US
and European countries. Kazakh government continues to implement the democratic reforms, for example in
2002 Kazakhstan established an institution of the Ombudsman on human rights, in 2003 the Human Rights
Commission and in 2006 the State Commission on Democracy. In 2009, Kazakhstan signed new laws
regarding the media, political parties, elections, and local government. With the help of the OSCE and
ODIHR as well as the US human right NGOs including Freedom House, Kazakhstan signed twenty-two
amendments to achieve the perfect and clear electoral process. Moreover, Kazakhstan has begun political
reforms by making multilateral system and two chambers of parliament. Despite their shared interests, the
Kazak-US partnership is not unproblematic. The main complaint of the US is that Kazakhstan Government
has failed to improve the liberal democratic values in the country due to lack of competitive elections and
greater freedoms for opposition leaders, critical media and disappointing human rights records. Kazakh
President Nazarbayev in April 2012 made interesting anti-western remarks and pushing back US influence.
In the indefinite presence of US militaries in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, the SCO members in Astana
Meeting in July 2005 asked the US to fix a deadline for withdrawing its troops from Central Asia
(Varadarajan, 2005). Subsequently, after the Andijan unrest and incident, the US accused Uzbekistan of the
violation of human rights. Reacting to this, the Uzbek President Islam Karimov ordered the US to close its
air bases in Karshi-Khanabad and improved its ties with Russia and China (Rodriguez, 2005).

Conclusion

Undoubtedly, since the 9/11 attack, the relationship between Kazakhstan and the US has deepened in
the areas of counterterrorism, energy extraction, developing peacekeeping forces, strengthening
Kazakhstan’s air defense forces, developing military infrastructure in the Caspian Sea, ensuring the stability
of the region and logistical cooperation for the Afghan war. Some analysts believe that under the umbrella
of “war on terrorism', the US got a chance to enter in Central Asia where its prime goal was made to access
to hydrocarbon resources. Therefore, the US was under threat due to the Taliban (Osama bin Laden) that
might affect petroleum projects that are mainly governed by American companies such as Chevron and
Mobil Oil. The American experts were also worried about the potential terrorist attack on Tengiz-
Novorossiysk or Baku — Thilisi - Ceyhan pipelines. Due to ample hydrocarbon resources, Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan are strategically very important for western countries. Role of both states is vital in exporting oil
and gas reserves from central Asia to the Western market. Thus, energy and security are the primary
geostrategic interests of the US in Kazakhstan. Today energy, geostrategic and geopolitical location of
Kazakhstan play an important role in determining its relations with the US, Russia, China, and EU.
Recently, Nazarbayev and Trump expressed their willingness to continue their friendly and cordial bilateral
ties further. Though Kazakhstan is a Muslim country but is modern pro-Western country. It is sharing a
close tie in all areas with the US since the Kazakh’s independence but the US concerned about Kazakhstan’s
record on democratic reforms and violation of human rights. Increasing inclination of Kazakhstan towards
Europe and the US is threatening the interests of Russia and China in the region. However, Putin has
prioritized the CIS countries and the Caspian region in his foreign policy and has been improving Russia’s
relations with former Soviet republics. Even China is also successful in making its presence to the region
and also adopted a strategy to increase its influence in Europe, Africa, and Asia through ‘the Belt and Road
Initiative' (BRI). The US sanctions against Russia forced Kazakhstan to move towards China. In such a
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situation, Kazakhstan's multi-vector foreign policy is playing an important role in balancing the effectiveness
of Russia, the United States, and China while securing its national interests.

References (* denotes primary source)

*Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan (2010): Joint Statement on the meeting between President Obama and
Kazakhstan President Nazarbayev, Washington

*Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan Washington, D.C., “Nuclear non-proliferation & Security”, URL:
https://kazakhembus.com/foreign-policy/nuclear-nonproliferation-security

*Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, “Kazakhstan- US Relations: Washington”, URL:
https://kazakhembus.com/us-relations

*Embassy of the United States: Supporting Human Rights and Democracy: U.S. Record 2004-2005 on Kazakhstan,
URL.: https://www.usembassy.kz/documents/support-hrr-kaz-en.html

*The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Kazakhstan, “Kazakhstan — United States relations”, URL:
http://mfa.gov.kz/en/content-view/sotrudnichestvo-respubliki-kazakhstan-s-soedinennymi-shtatami-ameriki

*U.S. Department of state, Diplomacy in Action, (2018), “U.S. Relations with Kazakhstan”, URL:
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5487.htm

Chaudhury, D.R (2009), “Contemporary Kazakhstan Success Story of Nation Building, New Delhi: Har-anand
Publications Pvt Ltd

Chevron News (2008): Major Expansion at Tengiz Field in Kazakhstan Completed, (Online web), accessed 28 April
2019, URL.: https://www.chevron.com/stories/major-expansion-at-tengiz-field-in-kazakhstan-completed

Counterpart International, “Kazakhstan Civil Society Strengthening (2011-2014)”, accessed on 2 January 2019, URL:
URL.: https://www.counterpart.org/projects/kazakhstan-civil-society-strengthening/

Feigenbaum, E.A (2006), “Kazakhstan and the United States in a Changed World”, China and Eurasia Forum
Quarterly, Volume 4 (4), 7-13, accessed on 10 January 2019, URL:
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/131571/kazakhstanindependence.pdf

Hanks, Reuel R. (2009) "“Multi-vector politics' and Kazakhstan's emerging role as a geostrategic player in Central
Asia", Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 11(3):257-267

Kukeyeva, Fatima (2006), “Kazakhstan- U.S Relations: Some Perspectives”, Himalayan and Central Asian Studies, 10
(4): 35-44.

Lederer, M (1994), “Western Business Will Be Kazakhstan’s Main Security Guarantee”, AP News, accessed on 28
April 2019, URL.: https://apnews.com/fff025bc745b6f628fh56a6635802048

McDaniel, Harvey (2013), "US-Kazakhstan Relations: Under Siege”, (Online web), accessed 28 April 2019 URL:
http://www.examiner.com/article/us-kazakhstan-relations-under-seige

McDermott, Roger N (2008), "The United States and NATO Military Cooperation with Kazakhstan: The Need for a
New Approach, Journal of Slavic Military Studies, (21): 615-641.

Mukhtarov, D. (2013), “U.S. Chevron’s investment in Kazakhstan's Tengiz field totals $20 billion”, (Online web),
accessed 5 January 2019 URL: http://en.trend.az/capital/energy/2135239.html

Nichol, Jim (2013), “Kazakhstan: Recent Developments and U.S. Interests”, Library of Congress Washington
Congressional ~ Research ~ Service, (Online  web) Accessed 12 December 2018 URL:
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/97-1058.pdf

Nurgaliev, M (2007), "Kazakh-US Military-Political Cooperation in the Context of US Geopolitical Interests in Central
Asia." Central Asia and the Caucasus 2 (44): 52-61

Oliker, Olga (2007), “Kazakhstan’s Security Interests and Their Implications for the U.S.-Kazakh Relationship”, China
and Eurasia Forum Quarterly, 5(2): 63-72

Rodriguez, A. (2005), “US closes air base in Uzbekistan amid uprising dispute: Karimov ordered shutdown after calls
for inquiry”, the Boston Globe, Chicago, 22 November 2005.

Sultanov, B.K. (2010), “Kazakhstan Today”, Almaty: Scientific Publication

The Oil and Gas Year, “Kazakhstan Overview: Kazakhstan: Refine and expand”, accessed on 12 February 2019, URL:
https://www.theoilandgasyear.com/market/kazakhstan/

Thu, Pham Minh (2010), “Energy and Geopolitics: American Power Projection towards Kazakhstan”, (online web)

accessed on 12 January 2019 URL: http://epa.iias.asia/files/Pham%20Thu%20Energy%20and%20Geopolitics.pdf

Tokaev, Kassymzhomart (2004), “Kazakhstan: From Renouncing Nuclear Weapons to Building Democracy”,
American Foreign Policy Interests, 26: 93-97.

Rostow, N. (2002). Before and after: The changed UN response to terrorism since September 11th. Cornell
International Law Journal, 35 (3), 475-490.

US Ambassador speaks about cooperation between US and Kazakhstan", TengriNews. Accessed 12 February 2019,
URL:https://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/US-Ambassador-speaks-about-cooperation-between-US-and-
260606/

Varadarajan, S. (2005), “Central Asia: China and Russia up the ante”, The Hindu, Chennai, 8 July 2005

Weitz, Richard (2008), “Kazakhstan and the New International Politics of Eurasia”, Washington: Central Asia-
Caucasus Institute Silk Road Studies Program, Silk Road Paper.

148


https://kazakhembus.com/foreign-policy/nuclear-nonproliferation-security
https://kazakhembus.com/us-relations
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5487.htm
https://www.chevron.com/stories/major-expansion-at-tengiz-field-in-kazakhstan-completed
http://www.examiner.com/military-history-in-baltimore/harvey-mcdaniel
http://www.examiner.com/article/us-kazakhstan-relations-under-seige
http://en.trend.az/capital/energy/2135239.html
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/97-1058.pdf
http://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/US-Ambassador-speaks-about-cooperation-between-US-and-260606/
https://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/US-Ambassador-speaks-about-cooperation-between-US-and-260606/
https://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/US-Ambassador-speaks-about-cooperation-between-US-and-260606/

Kasax memnexemmik koiz0ap nedazocuxanvik yrueepcumeminin Xabapuwicor Ne 2 (78), 2019

Weitz, Richard (2012), “New Kazakhstan- US Energy Partnership Plan Adopted”, the Jamestown Foundation: Eurasia
Daily Monitor 9(201), (Online web) accessed 26 April 2019 URL.:

http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=40059&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=587
#.U8-INvmSyPs

Yerzhan, B. A (2009),” Foreign policy of Kazakhstan”, in Arun Mohanty & Sumant Swain (eds.), Contemporary
Kazakhstan: the Way Ahead, New Delhi: Axis Publication.

Yesdauletova, A. (2009), “Kazakhstan’s energy policy: Its evolution and tendencies”, Journal of US-China Public
Administration, 6(4): 31-39

OTHOIIEHMUSA KA3AXCTAH - CIIIA TTOCJIE 11 CEHTABPS
Cynuma Muna
PhD, Yuusepcuter nmenu [[xasaxapnana Hepy, Hero-Jlemu, Uamust
email: jnusunita@gmail.com

C mMomeHTa oOpeTteHus cTpaHoil HezaBucumocTH Kasaxcran u Coenunennsie LITaTel mogaepKHBalOT TECHBIE
cBsi3u. CHIA cranu nepBoii cTpaHOH, KoTopast cpa3y npu3Haia KazaxcTaH CyBepeHHBIM M HE3aBUCUMBIM T'OCYIapCTBOM
25 nexadbps 1991 rona, Ha ciepyronuidi AeHb 00€ CTpaHbl YCTAaHOBWIM JUILIOMaTHYecKue oTHomeHus. C Tex mop
BOIPOCHI HEPIeTHKH W OE30MacHOCTH SIBISIOTCS KPaeyrolbHBIM KaMHEM JBYCTOPOHHHMX OTHomeHui. [Toauthka
SIIEPHOTO pazopykeHus Kazaxcrana chirpaia 3HaYUTENLHYIO POJIb B Ka3aXCTAHCKO - aMePUKaHCKHX OTHomIeHusx. Obe
CTpaHbI 3aHUMAIOTCS LIUPOKAM KPYTOM BOIIPOCOB, BKIIIOYAs MTOJUTHYECKOE, SKOHOMUYECKOE (TOPTOBIIS ¥ SHEPTeTHKA),
BOCHHOE U TyMaHHTapHOe cOTpynHH4YecTBO. KasaxcTtaH He mMeeT BbIXoJa K Mopio, rpaHmduT ¢ Poccueit, Kuraem,
V36ekucranom, TypkmennctanoM 1 KeIprei3cTaHOM M MMeeT 00LIyIo rpaHuIly ¢ 00ibIoi yacTeio Kacnmiickoro Mopst.
B cdepe Gesomacnoctn Kaszaxcran npusnekateneH st CIIA, mockonbky reorpadMueckd HaXOAWTCS IAJEKO OT
CTpaHBbl, CIEOBaTENbHO, OH oTAaeT npuoputeT CoenuHeHHBIM lllTaTam B cBOeH BHEIIHEH IOJMTHKE M NPOTPAMME
COIEHCTBHS 0OE30MacHOCTH. DHEpreTHKa M TOProBiIA - emle oJHa o0nacTh MX oTHomeHWd. Kasaxcran oOmamaer
OTPOMHBIMH 3aracaMu HeTH U mpupoaHoro raza. MunuaeHt 11 cenrsopst ¢ tepaktom B CLIA m3MeHHS MHPOBYIO
MOJIMTHKY U TJI00abHBIN OaaHC B MEXIyHapOAHOU MOJIMTHKE, YKPENHIIOCh COTPYIHHYECTBO MEXy ABYMsI CTPaHAMH.

B naHHOM uccienoBaHMM TNPEANPUHSTA MOMBITKA PACCMOTPETh Ka3aXCTaHCKO-aMEPHKAHCKUE OTHOLICHUS C
2001 rona v ux BAMSHHUE HE TOJILKO HA JBE CTPaHbI, HO M HA BCIO MEX/YHApPOJHYIO CUCTEMY, KOTOpasi CTAHOBHTCS BCE
Oosiee B3anMo3aBUCHMOM. B nccnenoBanum ocnoBHoe BHUManue yuaensercs nomoinn CLHIA Ka3zaxcrany B yiyuiieHHn
€ro MOrpaHu4HON 0E30MaCHOCTH, MMOCKOJIbKY I'PaHHUIIa UTPAET BAXKHYIO POJIb B O€30MACHOCTH JIF000M CTpaHbl. ["paHuIIbI
Kazaxcrana mogsepraroTcss MHOTOYHCICHHBIM yIpo3aM, B TOM 4HcJe HE3aKOHHOMY BBO3Y HAPKOTHKOB, HE3aKOHHOMY
obopoty opyxns, marepuaioB OMY u TpaH3uTy OOCBHKOB 4UeEpe3 €ro TEPPUTOPHIO, YTO OOJIETYWIO |
MHTEPHAIMOHAIN3UPOBAIIO €r0 MOUCK HHOCTPAHHOHW MOMOIIIH.

Knrwouegvie cnoea: compyonuvecmso 6 oonacmu besonacnocmu, Hasapbaes, ne umerowas 6vixoda K mopio
cmpana, 2eonoAUMU4ecKoe 3HaueHue, IHepeemuKd, mopzogoe compyornudecmeso, unyudenm 11 cenmabps

11 KBIPKYHEKTEI'T OKUFAJIAH KEUTHI'T KASAKCTAH MEH AKIII KAPBIM-KATBIHACHI

Cynuma Muna
PhD, JIxxaBaxapmnan Hepy atsianarst yausepcuret, Horo-Jlenu, YHuicTau
email: jnusunita@gmail.com

En toyencizmix amran correr Oactanm Kasakcran meH Kypama IlltaTrap THIFBI3 OaitaHBICTapABI KOJJAHITBL.
AKII 1991 xpaerH 25 xenTokcaHbpiHaa KazakcTaHIbI ereMeH/l JKoHE TOyelci3 MeMIICKeT el OipJeH MOUBIHIaFaH
QIIFFaIIKBl €1 OOJIIBI, Kelleci KYHI €Ki e AWIUIOMATHSUIBIK KaThiHacTtap opHarTel. ComaH Oepi JHepreTnka MeH
Kayilci3mik Mocesesiepi eKi JKaKThl KaThIHACTApJbIH iprerackl 0oJbin TaObutaabl. Ka3akcTaHHBIH — SAPOJIBIK
Kapychbi3aHy cascatbhl Kasakcran - AMepuka KapbIM-KaThIHACBIHAA MaHBI3[BI peNl aTkapisl. Eki en jge cascw,
SKOHOMUKAJIBIK (Cay/a JXOHE HSHEPreTHka), SCKepU KOHE T'yMaHHUTapiblK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTBI KOCA allFaH/a, KeH
ayKpIMIBI Mocelieliep IIeHOepiMeH aifHanmbicajpl. Ka3zakcTaH TeHi3re ImbiFa anMainael, Peceiimen, KeitaliMew,
O36excranmeH, TypikMeHCTaHMeH koHe KpIprbI3cTaHMeH miekteceni skoHe Kacmuii TeHi3iHiH yikeH OeliriMeH opTak
mekapacel 6ap. Kayinciznik camaceranaa Kazakcran AKHI yrmia TriMai, elTKeHi reorpadusuIbIK jKaFbIHAH €JIICH allbIC,
JIeMEK, OJ1 ©31HIH CHIPTKBI casicaThl MEH Kayilcizikke xapaemaecy Oaraapnamacsiana Kypama Iltarrapra 6achIMabIK
Oepeni. DHepreTHKa jKoHE cay/ia - OJIApbIH TePeH KaThIHACTAPBIHBIH Tarbl Oip canacel. Ka3zakcran MyHali MeH Taburn
ra3JplH yikeH KopbiHa ue. 11 xpIpkyiiek kyHi AKI-tarbl naHKecTiK 9peKeT aJIeMiK cascaT IEeH XallbIKapasblK
casicaTTarbl *ahaHAbIK TeTe-TeHIIKTI 3repTill, €Ki eI apachIH/IaFbl BIHTHIMAKTaCTHIKTHI HBIFATa TYCTI.

Ocsl 3eprreyne 2001 xpurman Oacran KazakcTaH-Amepuka KapbIM-KAaTBIHACTAPBIH XXKOHE OJNApIbIH TEK €Ki
elIre FaHa eMec, COHJai-aK e3apa Tayesii OOJbII OThIpFaH OYKUI XaJIBIKApaJbIK JKyHere acepiH KapacThIpyFa opeKeT
xacaixyna. 3eprrey OapeicbiHma AKII-terg Kaszaxcranra oHBIH IIeKapa Kayilci3miriH jKakcapTyAarsl KeMeriHe Oaca
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Ha3ap ayJgapeUiafbl, OWTKEHI ImeKapa Ke3-KelreH eNiH Kayilci3mirinae MaHbp3ABl penl aTtkapansl. Kazakcran
mieKapayapbl  KONTEreH Kayin-KaTepiepre, OHBIH IIIHAE eCipTKiHi

3aHChI3  oKenyre, KapyaelH, KKK
MaTepHaapPBIHBIH 3aHCHI3 alfHAJBIMBIHA YKOHE OHBIH ayMarbl apKbUIbl aTBIC-MAOBICTApIBIH TPAH3UTIHE YIITBIPAHIHI,
OyJT OHBI HIETENTIK KOMEKTI 13/IeCTipy/li )KeHUIAeTe Il )KoHEe HHTCPHAIIMOHAI 3 HsIIa i TBI.

Tyitin ce3dep: Kayincizoik canaceinoagel binmuimakmacmulx, Hazapbaes, menizee wiviea aimaumvin e,
2eocasicu MaHi, dHepeemuKa, cayoa elhmeimakmacmeiesl, 11 KeipKytiekmezi oxuza
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