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Abstract

This study aimed to explore Turkish elementary school students’ the views about environmental
pollution at school. In this study, a phenomenological research design from the qualitative research
methods was used. Study group included a total of 60 students studying in the 2-4th grades of a state
elementary school in Balikesir in Turkey. Environmental Pollution Form was used in data collection. Content
analysis technique was used in data analysis. The student answers to each question were analyzed under
code and category. According to study results, the students explained the concept of environment with
natural beauties such as nature, forest, mountain, sea, soil, and they stated that the environment consisted
of living and non-living beings. They mentioned that environmental pollution included soil, air, and water
pollution, and they mostly associated environmental pollution with garbage, chemicals, fumes, and bad
smells. They saw people as the reason for this. Most of the students described the environment in their
school as dirty. The students did not obey the rules, environmental awareness was not developed enough
in the students, garbage was thrown on the ground, the school servants did not clean the school well
enough, etc. could be said among the reasons for this. It has been observed that the students used trash
cans to prevent environmental pollution in their schools and warned people who threw garbage in the
environment. They emphasized that the school administration and the teachers also took the necessary
precautions in this regard, but that the students should be more sensitive about this issue and the school
servants should clean their surroundings more. They suggested that the number of recycling bins should be
increased and penal sanctions on those who litter when necessary should be imposed. The students stated
that resources should be used sparingly since they are limited, which could also help prevent
environmental pollution.

Key words: environmental pollution, environmental education, school, Turkish elementary
students, elementary education

TYPIK BACTAYbIL CbIHbIMN OKYLWWbINTAPbIHbIH MEKTENTEN KOPLUAFAH OPTAHbIH JIACTAHYbI
TYPANIbl KO3KAPACTAPbDI

FynxaH YETUH, Acemunn CAAH
Bbanvikecnp yHusepcuteti, banbikecmp, Typkua
gcetin@balikesir.edu.tr, ysayanl@hotmail.com

AHpaTtna

Byn 3epTTeyaiH MaKcaTbl TYpiK 6acTaybil CbiHbIN OKYLWbINAPbIHBbIH, MEKTENTEr KopLlafaH OPTaHbIH,
JlacTaHybl Typasbl Ke3KapacTapbliH 3epTTey 6osabl. Byn 3epTTey cananbl 3epTTey aAicTepiHe HerizgenreH
$beHOMEHONOrUANBIK 3epTTey AN3alHbIH KongaHabl. 3epTrey TobbiHa TypKUAHbIH, banbikecnp KanacbiHAAFbI
MeM/IeKeTTIK bacTayblill MeKTenTiH, 2-4 CbiHbINTapbiHAA OKWUTbIH GapabiFbl 60 OKyLIbl Kipai. [epekTepai
KMHay KesiHge "nactany" dopmacbkl KongaHbiagbl. [lepektepai Tangay KesiHae masmyHAbl Tanaay aaici
KONJaHbINAbl. Op CypakKa OKyLlblNapAblH, *KayanTapbl KoA neH caHaT 6oiblHWa TangaHapl. 3epTrey
HaTUXKenepi GoMblHWA OKylWwbliap KopliafaH opTa TyKblpbiMAamacblH TabufaT, opmaH, Taynap, TeHis,
TOMNbIPaK, CUSAKTbI TaBUFU CyNynbIKTapMeH TyCiHAIPAI KaHe o/1ap KopluafaH OpTa Tipi KoHEe KaHCbI3 TipLwinik
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nenepiHeH Typagpl gen manimaeai. Onap KopluafaH OpTaHbIH NacTaHybl TOMbIPAKTbIH, ayaHblH, })KaHe CyAblH,
NlacTaHyblH KAMTUTbIHbIH aTan oTTi }XoHe 0/1ap KopllafraH OPTaHbIH, SIaCTaHyblH KOKbICTapPMEH, XUMUASbIK,
3aTTapMeH, bynaHyMeH »KoHe KafbIMcbI3 MictepmeH H6annaHbicTbipabl. Onap MyHbIH cebebiH agamaapaaH
Kepai. OKylwblnapabliH, Kenuwiniri e3 mektebiHgeri KopliafaH opTaHbl sac agen cunattagpl. OKylbliap
epexenepai CakTamabl, OKyLWbINAPAbIH, SKOMOMUAMbIK CaHACbl XETKIMIKCI3 Aamblabl, KOKbICTap Kepre
TacTandbl, MeKTen KbI3METLiNepi MeKTenTe *KaKcbl Ta3anaHbaabl XaHe T. 6. MyHbIH, cebenTepiHiH, GipiH
atayfa 6onagpl. OKywbinap ©3 MeKTenTepiHAe /NacTaHyAblH, anAblH any YWiH KOKbIC K3LWIiKTepiH
nanganaHfaHbl }KaHe KoplafaH OpTafa KOKbIC TAaCTaWTbiH agamaapfa ecKepTy XacafaHbl 6alikangbl. Onap
MeKTen aKiMmLWiniri meH myranimaep ae ocbifaH 6aliaHbICTbl KAXKEeTTi CaKTbIK LWapasapblH KabblngaraHblH,
6ipakK OKywblnap 6yn macenere MyKMAT Kapaybl KEPEK EKEHiH KoHE MEKTEN Kpl3MeTKepnepi aiHanacblH
KebipeK Tasanaybl Kepek ekeHiH atan eTTi. Onap KalTa eHAeyre apHa/ifaH KOKbIC *KaLWiKTepiHiH CaHbIH
KebelTyai *KoHe KarKeT OonfaH Kafaahga KOKbIC TacTalTbIHOAAPFA KbIIMbICTbIK CaHKUMANAP eHrisyai
ycbiHAbl. OKyLWblIap pecypcTapabl a3 nanganaHy Kepek, eMTKeHi onap WwekTeyni, 6yn KopliaraH opTaHbiH
NlacTaHyblH 6oapipmayFa KemeKTeceai.

TyWiH ce3aep: KopLaraH OpTaHblH NacTaHybl, 3KONOMMANbIK Binim, meKTen, Typik 6acTaybll CbiHbIMN
OKyLWblnapsbl, 6acTaybiww 6inim

B3rNnA4bl TYPELLKUX YYALLMXCA HAYAZIbHOM LLKO/bI HA 3ATPA3SHEHUE OKPYKAIOLLEN CPEADI
B LUKONE

FymxkaH YETUH*, AcemuH CAAIH
Banbikecnpckmii yHnsepcuter, r. banbikecup, Typumsa
gcetin@balikesir.edu.tr, ysayanl@hotmail.com

AHHOTauuA

Lenblo gaHHOro uccnenoBaHus 6bino M3ydyeHMe B3rNSA0B TYPELKUX yYaLLMXCA Havya/lbHOW LWKObI
Ha 3arpsA3HEHWE OKpyrKatlolwel cpedpl B WKone. B 3Ttom wuccnesoBaHuu 6bin MCNOJIb30BaH
$deHOMEHONOIMYECKMA AM3alH UCCnenoBaHMA, OCHOBAHHbLIM Ha Ka4yeCTBEHHbIX MEeTOoAax MCCaefoBaHuA.
UccnepoBatenbcKas rpynna BKAtoyana B cebs B obuien cnoxHoctn 60 yyawmxcsa, obyvatowmxca Bo 2-4
KNaccax rocygapCcTBEHHOM HavanbHOM WKoAbl B Banbikecupe, Typums. Mpu cbope AaHHbIX MCNONb30BaNach
dopma "3arpasHeHune okpyKatouwelh cpeabl”. Mpu aHanmMse AaHHbIX BblA UCNONb30BaH METOJ KOHTEHT-
aHanusa. OTBETbI yUYaLLMXCA Ha Kaxkablit BONPOC 6blN NpoaHan3npoBaHbl No Koay v Kateropun. CornacHo
pesynbTaTamM UCC/e0BaHMNA, YYEHUKM 0OBACHAIOT KOHLENLMIO OKPY*KatoLWen cpeabl TaKUMU NPUPOAHbIMU
KpacoTamu, Kak nNpupoaa, nec, ropbl, Mope, No4YBa, U MOHUMAIOT, UTO OKPYKaloLWasa cpesa COCTOUT u3
JKMBbIX U HEXUBbIX CyLLecTB. OHM OTMEYAIOT, YTO 3arpA3HEeHNE OKPYKatoLLEl cpeabl BKAOYAET 3arpAsHeHne
MoyBbl, BO34yXa W BOAbl, U B OCHOBHOM 3arpsA3HEHWE OKPYKaloLLlenh cpeabl OHU CBA3bIBAIOT C MYyCOPOM,
XMMUKATaMM, UCMAPEHUAMU U HENPUATHbIMM 3anaxamu. [pUUMHY 3TOrO OHW BUOAT B AEATENbHOCTU
yesioBeKa. BONBLWIMHCTBO YYEHMKOB OMMCAZIN OKPYIKAKOLLYIO Cpeay B CBOEN LWKoe Kak rpasHyt. Cpegu
MPWUYMH 3TOrO MOKHO HA3BaTb TO, YTO Yy4yalineca He cobNtOAAOT MpPaBW/Ia, 3KOJOMMYECKOe CO3HaHue y
LWWKO/JIbHUKOB HEeAOCTaTOYHO pPa3BUTO, MyCOp BblbpacbiBaeTca Ha 3eM/t0, LKOAbHble CayXKawme
He[0CTaTOMHO Xxopowo ybupatoT B WwKone U T.4. HabnwogeHve nokasano, YTo yyalmeca MCNoJb3yroT
MyCOpHble 6aKkM AnA NpPeLoTBPALLEHMA 3arpA3HEHMA OKpYyMKatlowel cpenbl B CBOMX LIKOAAX W
npeaynpexgatoT Naei, BblOpacbiBalOWMX Mycop B OKpyatowyto cpeagy. OHM  OTMETMAM, 4TO
aAMUHUCTPALMA LWKOAbI U yUUTENA TaKKe MPUHUMAIOT Heobxoaumblie mMepbl NPeAoCTOPOMKHOCTU B 3TOM
OTHOLLEHMU, HO Yy4yalimeca AONXKHbl 6osiee BHMMATENIbHO OTHOCUTLCA K 3TOMY BOMPOCY, a LIKOJbHbIM
CAyXawmm cneayeT 6onblie youpaTb TEPPUTOPMIO LWKOJbL. OHU MPEASIOKUAN YBENMUUUTD KOMYECTBO
MYCOpPHbIX 6aKOB AN BTOPUYHOWN NepepaboTKM U BBECTU CAHKLMU B OTHOLUEHUU TeX, KTO MyCOpUT, Koraa
3TO0 Heobxoanmo. LLIKONbHUKM 3a8BUAK, YTO PECYpCbl CaeayeT UCMO0J1b30BaTb S3KOHOMHO, MOCKO/IbKY OHU
OrpaHUYEHbI, YTO TaKXKe MOXKET NOMOYb NPEAOTBPATUTb 3arpPsi3HEHNE OKPYrKatoLwel cpeabl.

KnioueBble cnoBa: 3arpAsHeHue Opr)KaI'OLLI,eﬁ cpeabl, 3Koorn4yeckoe o6pa3OBaHme, LKoANa,
TypeuKkune ydyauimeca Ha4Ya/IbHOWM LWKO/bl, HaYanbHOE o6pa3OBaHme
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INTRODUCTION

We have been facing the fact that our world, in which people also live, is becoming
increasingly polluted due to several environmental problems for a very long time. The factor most
responsible for pollution is again human and the most important way to prevent this is through
awareness (Uyanik, 2017). In the future we will no longer have a place to go and no more space to
pollute even if we still go to places a little more and consume them very quickly.

Environmental pollution can be divided as soil pollution, air pollution, water pollution,

noise pollution, population increase, cutting down trees, and forest fires in general (Kivrak &
Uyanik, 2020).
For instance, one of the world’s most significant threat to children’s health and future is fossil-fuel
combustion by-products (Perera, 2018). In another study of Zhao, Zhang, Wang, Ferm, Liang, &
Norback (2008), the indoor average concentrations of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, and
formaldehyde by class were found as 264.8, 39.4, 10.1, and 2.3 pg/m3, while outdoor average
concentarations of them were two to three times higher. The study resutls showed that 1.8% had
cumulative asthma, 8.4% wheezing, 29.8% had daytime attacks of breathlessness from total of
1,993 pupils in the study. The study of Marzuki, Samsuri and Fong (2015) examined noise pollution
levels at three schools and it was found that highest noise level was observed at school located
within the industrial area, followed by commercial and residential area, respectively. They
reported that motorcycles, passenger cars and small lorries were significantly contributed to high
noise level for the schools.

Along with pollution at the global level, pollution at the country, region and local levels can
also be mentioned. Factors such as population growth, scientific and technological developments,
the desire to have more things, and consumption frenzy in the world can also increase the damage
to the environment and the destruction of the environment. Therefore, more importance should
be given to what environmental protection measures and environmental sanctions can be with
both intra-state and supra-state cooperation studies to overcome these problems (Aydogdu,
2014).

There are many studies in the literature on the environment and environmental pollution.
For example, As Arik and Yilmaz (2017) reported that although prospective science teachers were
familiar with environmental problems, their environmental attitude scores were intermediate
level. Also, in the study 103 metaphors were produced related to the concept of environmental
pollution. Gungor, Ogelman and Alkis (2023) conducted a study on determining the views of
preschool children about the environment. In this study, it was determined that young children
associated the environment with the protection of nature the most and wanted to live where
there were natural beauties. The children stated that human-induced problems were among the
causes of environmental problems and that the environment should not be polluted to prevent
this. In her study, Uyanik (2017) examined the opinions of students studying in the third grade of
two public primary schools, one in the village and one in the city center, about environmental
pollution. The students in the village school defined the environment as a place consisting of living
beings, while the students in the other school defined the environment as a place consisting of
both living and non-living beings. The students wrote the word waste garbage related to
environmental pollution. In addition, the students emphasized that air pollution was caused by car
exhausts and fumes from chimneys. All students agreed that the most important reason for the
pollution of the environment was human. They stated that the most important thing to prevent
this was to raise people’s awareness.

Since we are the ones who cause the most damage to the environment, if we do not
contribute to the environment being more livable, more effective measures need to be taken

12



KasaK yNTTbIK Kbi34ap neaarorvkanblk YHUBEPCUTETIHIH, Xabapuwbicbl Ne 3(95), 2023

before the time is completely over to be more aware that we are in fact rapidly disappearing with
the environment in the chaos.

So, what are the solutions to environmental problems? Various steps for this have been
taken over the years. On the one hand, environmental pollution is caused, and on the other hand,
solutions and projects are carried out to prevent or eliminate environmental pollution. While
these projects are being carried out, sustainable environmental projects can be signed by carrying
out projects in which governorships, municipalities, national education, schools, administrators,
teachers, students, and families are in cooperation. In this process, it is imperative that especially
students are included in various environmental projects and that we contribute to the
development of environmental awareness at an early age and to the education of individuals who
are sensitive to the environment and protect it.

To prevent environmental pollution, we first need to ask ourselves whether people do not
care about the environment they are in or whether they contribute to the pollution of the
environment by ignoring it because it does not work for them. Finding answers to such questions
needs to be done on larger scale studies. However, in this study, we aimed to determine Turkish
primary school students’ (2-4 grades) opinions about environmental pollution at school.

METHOD

This study was conducted according to the phenomenology study design, which was one of
the qualitative research methods (Buyukozturk et al., 2013).
Study group

The study group was carried out with a total of 60 students studying in grades 2-4 at one
primary school in Balikesir in Turkey. Participants were determined according to the convenient
sampling method from the purposeful sampling methods (Buyukozturk et al., 2013).
Data collection tools

In this study, Environmental Pollution Form was used as a data collection tool. The form
was developed using the form previously developed by Sayan and Cetin (2018). After a draft form
was prepared, it was sent to a biology educator for expert opinion. Then, the necessary
corrections were made to the form in line with the expert opinion. Thus, the form consisted of a
total of 6 questions, consisting of 1 multiple choice and 5 open-ended questions.
Data analysis

Content analysis technique was used while analyzing the data. In content analysis students’
answers to each question were classified under code and category headings. Frequency tables
containing the categories and codes for the latest questions were created (Yildirim & Simsek,
2006). In addition, in the findings section, the interesting answers obtained from the students
were quoted verbatim and “...” in the form of student number (for example, student 5 i.e., S5).

The reliability of the research was ensured by the authors of the article. Miles and
Huberman (1994) formula was used to calculate the reliability coefficient. According to this
formula, the reliability coefficient was found to be 0.95 in the study.

RESULTS

Table 1. Views on the Concept of Environment

Category Code f

Natural areas Nature, tree, forest, green areas, natural life, natural beauties, 60
mountain, sand, soil, water

Artificial areas Cities, houses, buildings, schools, streets, parks, roads 23

Habitat Earth, human, living beings, inanimate beings 21
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Positive thinking Clean space, clean air, cleanliness 12

Negative thinking Pollution 1

When Table 1 is examined, natural environments were the most important thing for
students when it came to the environment. Some of the students, who associated artificial
environments with the concept of environment along with natural environments, explained the
environment by saying cities, houses, and roads. The students, who related the concept of living
space and environment, defined the environment as the home of living beings as environments
where people, animals and plants were located, and at the same time stated that inanimate
beings were also included in the environment.

S6: “When | talk about the environment, | understand natural beauties, clean nature, trees,
birds and flowers. The environment is where we live.”

S14: “When | say environment, | understand where we live.”

S23: “The environment is the habitat of living things. When | think of the environment, |
think of natural beauties, fresh air, flowers, insects, forests, sea, soil, school, streets.”

Table 2. Views on Environmental Pollution

Category Code f

Pollution Nature, our world, garbage, factory fumes, polluted environment, 68
bad smell, water pollution, air pollution, light pollution, chemical
wastes

Causes People, factories, throwing garbage on the ground, polluting, 18
disrespecting the environment

Results Unhappiness, extinction, negative impact on living things, negative 14

impact on nature, global warming

According to Table 2, when environmental pollution was mentioned, all negative factors
that polluted the environment, especially garbage and chemical gases, came to mind. Stating that
these factors affected the future of the world, the students warned that we might face negative
consequences. At the same time, the students divided environmental pollution into its types and
cited the irresponsible and selfish behavior of people as the cause of environmental pollution.
They mentioned that the living things in the world were adversely affected by this. They also
emphasized the psychological dimension of environmental pollution by stating that it made people
unhappy.

S5: “When | talk about environmental pollution, | understand people’s disrespectful
behavior towards the environment. It is people’s fault that our world is polluted.”

S11: “The life of living things is affected by environmental pollution. For example, baby
turtles cannot reach the sea because of the light.”

S25: “Nature becomes very dirty, the air we breathe becomes dirty, which often causes us
to get sick.”

Table 3. School Pollution Level

Level f
Very dirty 21
Dirty 18
Middle 10
Clean 7
Very clean 4
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As can be seen in Table 3, it was seen that 49 of the students participating in the study
expressed a negative opinion about the pollution level of their schools. Of these students, 21
students stated that their school was very dirty, 18 students said that it was moderately dirty, and
10 students said that it was dirty. As the Table 3 shows, only 11 students found their school clean
or very clean. This showed that the school environment where the students were located was not
clean.

Table 4. Causes of Pollution at School

Category Code f

Environment School, classrooms, filthy toilets, garden, throwing garbage onthe 55
floor, non-compliance with the rules, misuse of toilets

Negative behaviors Irresponsible behavior of students, poor cleaning by 52

administrators, ignorance of students and deacons about
environmental pollution, disregard for the environment

When we looked at Table 4, they indicated that the polluted environments in the students’
schools and attributed the cause of the pollution of their schools to the negative behaviors of the
students and their disregard for the environment. At the same time, some of the students stated
that the fact that the deacon staffs did not perform their duties caused this pollution.

S7: “The reason why our school is dirty since some children do not care about school.”

S16: “It is not the fact that children and servants do not acquire information about
environmental pollution.”

S33: “Throwing garbage on the floor, not caring about nature, misusing toilets are the
reason why our school is dirty.

Table 5. Things done to prevent environmental pollution at school

Category Code f

Trash, Cleaning Using a trash can, warning garbage throwers, picking up garbage, 126
cleaning

Information Preparing and hanging banners, giving information 34

When we examined Table 5, the students thought that they were doing their part in
preventing environmental pollution at school and that they were fulfilling their duties and
responsibilities to keep the school clean by not throwing garbage on the floor and by warning
those who threw it. They stated that the deacon staff working at the school were doing their duty
and working to keep the school clean. According to the students, the school administration and
teachers also tried to prevent environmental pollution by informing students about environmental
pollution.

S17: “l take the garbage on the floor wearing gloves. Some children pollute the
environment a lot. They throw the boxes of food they bought from the canteen on the floor. | am
very angry with them.”

S9: “I do not pollute the toilets and | do not throw garbage on the floor. Our principals and
teachers warn the children who throw garbage on the floor, but the children do not obey.”

S45: “I throw my garbage in the trash. | make posters and hang them in the appropriate
places in the school. The school administration warns those who pollute the school. They are
doing everything in their power to keep the school clean, but the kids are very irresponsible.”

Table 6. Things to Do to Prevent Environmental Pollution at School
Category Code f
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Positive behaviors Keeping clean, cleaning the environment 52
Activities Competitions, prize giving, environmental events, campaigns 15
Information Lecture, posters, warning papers 10
Recycling Recycle bin 6
Administrative School administration, principal, camera, security, penalties 5
practices

Tasks Repair and maintenance of toilets, servants 3

As shown in Table 6, the students stated that they have responsibilities such as not
polluting the environment, taking garbage when they saw it and throwing it in the trash can, and
that they could contribute to the cleanliness of their schools by fulfilling them. The students
presented suggestions such as organizing competitions, giving awards, and conducting different
environmental activities in various fields within the scope of environmental cleaning. They also
said that the school administration should have the toilets repaired and maintained and that the
servants should work in a better way.

S56: “Environmental cleaning lessons can be held every month. There may be an
environmental cleaning competition and prizes are awarded. Thus, the students are more careful
and do not throw garbage on the floor. The school administration can organize campaigns within
the school.

S8: “Recycling bins should be placed everywhere in the school. We must warn those who
throw garbage on the ground. The school administration can put up signs inside the school.
Teachers can give more environmental information in lessons. Activities can be done in the
lessons.”

S34: “Classrooms and toilets should be cleaned well, the garden should be constantly
swept, napkins and soaps in toilets should be checked and a new one should be put when finished.
The school administration should control the deacons and ensure that they perform their duties. “

S57: “There should be cameras everywhere and those who throw garbage on the floor
should be punished.”

Table 7. Relationship Between Resource Saving and Environmental Pollution

Category Code f

Resources Limited, important, exhaustible, effective use, savings 55

Recycling Sorting, paper, glass, plastic, battery, books, notebooks, recyclable 52
waste, recycling mark

Utility economy, economic contribution, earnings, convert, reuse, health, 51

cleanliness, clean world, clean future

When Table 7 is examined, it has seen that students knew that resources were limited and
could be exhausted. They stated that effective use was important for the future of the world and
resource savings could be achieved by recycling. Realizing that the separation of recycling
materials would be beneficial both in terms of environmental cleanliness and economic
contribution, they explained that saving resources would also prevent environmental pollution.

S42: “Our resources in nature are limited, so we must use our resources sparingly. If we use
our resources sparingly, we will prevent environmental pollution. For example, if we use too much
paper, forests will be damaged. Paper is thrown on the floor and there is environmental
pollution.”

S48: “We should separate what we use for recycling. This is important for saving our
resources. Because the resources used are recycled for reuse.”

16



KasaK yNTTbIK Kbi34ap neaarorvkanblk YHUBEPCUTETIHIH, Xabapuwbicbl Ne 3(95), 2023

S55: “Recycling is important for saving resources. Everything we recycle ensures that our
world’s resources are not depleted. In terms of our country, our economy develops. And our world
is not polluted.”

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

In this study, the thoughts of Turkish primary school students about environmental
pollution at school were determined. Based on the findings obtained in the study, the following
conclusions were reached:

The concept of environment was explained with natural beauties such as nature, forest,
mountain, sea, and soil, and at the same time, people, animals, and plants were a part of the
environment by the students. According to the students, both living and inanimate beings made
up the environment.

According to the students, the most important cause of environmental pollution was
human and human behavior. Environmental pollution was associated with garbage, chemicals, bad
odor, and smoke by the students, and it was explained that pollution occurred in various
environments such as air, soil, and water and threatened the life of living things. Similarly, in their
studies in Kivrak and Uyanik (2020), they reported that the students in the village mentioned
about soil pollution, water pollution, air pollution, animal droppings, cut trees, and garbage in the
streams in their explanations and drawings about environmental pollution, while the students in
the district center mentioned about the fumes of factory chimneys, waste of factories, and non-
recyclable materials related to environmental pollution.

Most of the students joined into survey thought their schools were dirty. For example, they
thought that their school was dirty because of the misuse of toilets, the fact that students did not
follow the rules, the environmental awareness of the students was not developed enough,
garbage was thrown on the floors, and the servants did not clean the school well enough.

In the study, the students stated that they always threw their garbage in garbage cans to
prevent environmental pollution at school and warned those who threw the garbage into the
environment. At the same time, they believed that the school administration was doing the
necessary work to prevent pollution of the environment. The students were aware of the
importance of throwing garbage in the trash can to prevent environmental pollution for their
schools. They knew the importance of throwing garbage in the trash can for their schools to
prevent environmental pollution. Garbage was one of the most important causes of polluting the
school. Activating recycling, providing enough recycling bins, and placing them in certain places in
the school were offered by the students as suggestions. It was also emphasized by the students
that the school administration should carry out the maintenance and repair of the toilets on a
regular basis.

In this current study, the students supposed that various information could be effective in
preventing environmental pollution in the school. The students stated that those who polluted the
school environment should be punished by the school administration. According to the findings
obtained in the research, the students supposed that it was necessary to use resources
economically and that saving resources would prevent environmental pollution. They were aware
that resources were limited and exhaustible, and that effective use was important. They reported
that recycling was important for the future of the world. They stated that recycling should be
given importance and people should be made aware of it both economically and for a more livable
world.

Since we are the ones who cause the most damage to the environment we are in and if we
do not contribute to making the environment more livable, it is imperative that we take fast and
reliable steps to take more effective measures before the time is completely over to be more
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aware that we are rapidly being dragged into extinction in the chaos. We all have our duties for
this.

As Uyanik (2017) states in his study, the most important reason for the pollution of the
environment is human, that is, us, and it is through human beings and raising human awareness
that will take the most important steps in the prevention of environmental pollution. It is very
important to create environmental awareness at the point of solving environmental problems. To
create environmental awareness in the child, it should be started from the immediate
environment. School is the most important environment in which the child spends the vast
majority of his or her time. The work done for the cleanliness of the school environment becomes
permanent behaviors in the students. At this point, the school should be used effectively as the
most important learning environment for the child in terms of environmental education. For this,
environmental education should be carried out first in the family and then in cooperation with the
school, family, and society. Students should be encouraged to participate in various environmental
projects. For this, first students should be taught what environmental problems are and their
causes in lectures and extracurricular environments. Then, various activities can be done in
lectures on how to create solutions to them.

Sukma, Ramadhan and Indriyani (2020) studied on the integration of environmental
education into the classroom learning processes of primary school students. In their study most
teachers considered it important to integrate environmental education into the learning process in
classrooms for students, especially primary school students. To do this effectively, they
recommended that environmental education issues be integrated with science lessons. In
addition, seminars, workshops, videos, etc. in schools and on different platforms should be made
continuous with the contributions of non-governmental organizations for awareness raising (Alim,
2006; Kahyaoglu, 2009). On the other hand, more studies are needed with larger samples on
environmental issues and environmental pollution.

One of the most important tasks for the continuation of environmental awareness
activities in schools falls on governorships, municipalities, national education directorates, non-
governmental organizations, school administrators and teachers. We should discuss together and
identify the environmental problems of a city and brainstorm and develop project ideas about
how they can be solved and discuss together by all stakeholders what can be done to make
existing projects more effective. In terms of disseminating environmental education, both civil
society organizations and mass media should be used effectively. Students and families should
also be included in this process. It should be kept in mind that the students, who will be the
shapers of the future, are one of the most important stakeholders in this process to carry out
projects by living by doing environmental problems and to take care of their own environment.
With the environmental education and practices to be given in this way, it will be possible for us to
protect our environment with the wide participation of the students (Atasoy & Erturk, 2008). For
this purpose, activities and projects that develop environmental awareness are very important for
children to develop the right behavior and awareness on this issue. In this respect, projects that
will develop students should be implemented and students should be supported in this regard.

As in their study, Gungor et. al. (2023) put emphasized that about the recommendations of
preschool children about the protection and cleaning of the environment for the beautification of
the environment, more studies are needed on very current concepts such as global warming, and
environmental problems. Moreover, air pollution level indoor and outdoor of schools (Zhao et al.,
2008) and noise pollution at schools (Marzuki et al., 2015) should be studied in future studies.
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